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July 14, 2025 
 

The Harpers Ferry City Council met on Monday, July 14, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. The meeting was held 
at City Hall.  Mayor Jerry Valley presided over the meeting.  Council members in attendance were 
Daren Kaeppel, Kenny Barta, Tom Diggins, Alan Garin, and Russ Walker. Minutes were recorded 
by Kelli Melcher, City Clerk. 
 
Public Comments: None. 
 
Motion by Barta, second by Diggins to approve the Consent Agenda, Minutes of the June 9, 2025, 
City Council meeting, the Treasurer Report ending June 30, 2025, and approval of payment of 
claim. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Garin, Walker, Kaeppel, Barta, Diggins. Nays: None. Motion was 
carried. 
 
 
Funds Claims Paid Revenues Received Fund Totals 
General Fund $64,896.13 $8,199.59 $693,744.71 
Garbage  $4,666.59 $14,141.34 $110,061.64 
Library $1,601.36 $2,650.66 $48,111.82 
Hotel/Motel $2,486.75 $398.02 $13,580.08 
Road Use $1,057.20 $3,471.05 $6,400.41 
Local Options $630.00 $2,405.01 $35,857.24 
Debt Service $0 $0 $0 
ARPA Funds $0 $0 $0 
Sewer Operations $11,140.61 $41,256.80 $178,268.27 
Sewer Rev Bond Sink $0 $6,333.00 $120,739.00 
Sewer Revenue Surplus $0 $507.65 $45,380.50 
Capital Project – Sewer Upgrade $0 $0 $0 
 
 
Claims Paid: 
Date Name Memo Credit 
06/10/2025 Christine Cota Paycheck 256.11 
06/10/2025 Dianne L Nation Paycheck 140.60 
06/10/2025 Jody Delaney Paycheck 526.56 
06/10/2025 Baker & Taylor Acct L5178052-Books ordered 

May 2025 
327.14 

06/10/2025 Chris Cota (Vendor) Library Cleaning-May 2025 40.00 
06/16/2025 USPS Postage Stamps for Utility Billing 

(240) 
175.20 

06/23/2025 Alan J Garin Paycheck 221.64 
06/23/2025 Daren C Kaeppel Paycheck 258.58 
06/23/2025 Jason S Sullivan Paycheck 409.95 
06/23/2025 Jerry C Valley Paycheck 1,196.72 
06/23/2025 Kelli L Melcher Paycheck 1,544.05 
06/23/2025 Kenneth A Barta Paycheck 147.76 
06/23/2025 Russ Walker Paycheck 258.33 
06/23/2025 Shelby Schwartz Paycheck 420.87 
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06/23/2025 Thomas E Diggins Paycheck 221.42 
06/23/2025 Michael D Whalen Paycheck 493.01 
06/23/2025 Paul J Deason Paycheck 1,398.25 
06/23/2025 Jerry C Valley Playground Equipment for 

Tillinghast Park 
1,709.86 

06/23/2025 City of Harpers Ferry Transfer from Sewer Checking to 
Revenue Bond Sinking Savings 

6,333.00 

06/23/2025 City of Harpers Ferry Transfer from Sewer Checking to 
Revenue Bond Sinking Savings 

375.00 

06/24/2025 IPERS 03301 2,012.05 
06/24/2025 Iowa Department of Revenue and 

Finance 
69-0424458-001 354.00 

06/24/2025 United States Treasury 42-1076054 3,052.46 
06/30/2025 Peoples State Bank Service Charge 6.00 
07/07/2025 Jason S Sullivan Paycheck 442.67 
07/07/2025 Kelli L Melcher Paycheck 1,655.74 
07/07/2025 Michael D Whalen Paycheck 772.45 
07/07/2025 Paul J Deason Paycheck 1,483.52 
07/07/2025 Shelby Schwartz Paycheck 428.90 
07/14/2025 Allamakee-Clayton Electric Electrical Bills for June 2025 3,417.93 
07/14/2025 Waukon Standard Newspaper INS WS287545 Thank You for 

Playground Equipment, 
WS289794 June 9 Meeting 
Minutes, WS290960 Ordin... 

305.25 

07/14/2025 Iowa Dept of Natural Resources Annual Water Supply Fee for 
FY26-PWS ID: 0330001 

25.00 

07/14/2025 Decorah Tech INV 9789 Server monthly 
cleanup, tuneup & patching, 
troubleshooting internet WIFI 
and access poi... 

948.08 

07/14/2025 RCT Sewer & Vac Inv 1169 - Annual City Main 
Line Cleaning, Lift Station 
Cleaning, Combo Truck (Clean 
Dry Well on... 

2,677.05 

07/14/2025 Town & Country Sanitation Inc ID 481411111402; July 1- 31 240 
Garbage/Recycle and Spring 
Clean Up 

4,970.00 

07/14/2025 Bruening Rock Products, Inc Rock-INV 365701 and 365833 763.80 
07/14/2025 Mulgrew Oil Co Account # 29040976 - Diesel 477.38 
07/14/2025 AcenTek-City INV 13184500 telephone for July 

2025 
56.72 

07/14/2025 Dubuque Fire Equipment Invoice 203787- Service stored 
pressure fire extinguisher and 
certify, hydrotest low pressure 
fi... 

427.40 

07/14/2025 ClerkBooks, Inc. INV 8396-Utility Billing & 
Closing Tools Annual Software 
Renewals 

200.00 
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07/14/2025 Allamakee County Sheriff INV 06012025B -Contract law 
enforcement for June 2025 

2,500.00 

07/14/2025 Microbac Laboratories, Inc Lab Analysis/Sewer Testing-INV 
NT2504649, NT2504927, 
NT2505101, NT2505373, 
NT2505783 

510.50 

07/14/2025 Fahrner Asphalt Sealers INV 8300021061 - Jefferson 
Ave, Greeley Ave, Olive Street 

29,419.55 

07/14/2025 Bodensteiner Implement INV P35227 Mower Blades 69.09 
07/14/2025 Harpers Ferry Fire Department Bi-Annual Contribution 9,551.89 
07/14/2025 American Legion Post #722 Fireworks Contribution 800.00 
07/14/2025 Spee-Dee INV 1263052, 1266050, 

1268450, 1272004 , 1280376-
Shipping for sewer samples 

113.15 

07/14/2025 Elan Financial Services Acct xx6293-June pymt-cell 
phone, Google Suite, Prime 
Membership, Office Supplies, 
Operating Sup... 

345.22 

07/14/2025 GreenLawn INV 79901 -Trunk injection 
treatment for Emerald Ash Borer 

410.00 

07/14/2025 Anderson Law Office Statement # 142920 - Response 
to email regarding public hearing 
for oridinances 

75.00 

   
84,724.85 

 
 
Motion by Diggins, second by Walker to approve the bi-annual payment to the Harpers Ferry Fire 
Department in the amount of $9,551.89. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Walker, Kaeppel, Diggins, Barta, 
Garin. Nays: None. Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Barta, second by Diggins to approve a $800.00 donation to the American Legion Post 
#722 for fireworks. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Diggins, Barta, Garin, Walker. Kaeppel abstained from 
voting due to conflict of interest. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
 
Mike and Denise Thompson were present and requested “No Parking” on Olive Street adjacent to 
their property due to vehicles blocking their driveway and vehicles not parking legally.  
 
Motion by Diggins, second by Walker to table a request for a drain at 221 N 3rd Street. Roll Call 
Vote: Ayes: Kaeppel, Diggins, Garin, Walker, Barta. Nays: None. Motion was carried.  
 
Motion by Walker, second by Garin to approve River Run Pub & Grub Class C Liquor License (LC 
Commercial), with Outdoor Services. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Garin, Kaeppel, Walker, Barta, 
Diggins. Nays: None. Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Diggins, second by Garin to pursue action against the properties that were discussed 
regarding nuisance abatement. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Walker, Garin, Diggins, Kaeppel, Barta. Nays: 
None. Motion was carried.  
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Miscellaneous: Mayor Jerry Valley discussed planning a celebration for United States of America’s 
250th and Harpers Ferry’s 125th birthday in July 2026. Larry Darling recommended putting 
crosswalks at the intersection of 4th Street and Chestnut Street. Council Member Kenny Barta asked 
if the railroad company responded about repairs to rough railroad intersections.  
 
Motion by Barta, second by Walker to adjourn the meeting. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Diggins, 
Kaeppel, Walker, Barta, Garin. Nays: None. Motion was carried. 
 
 
 
       Jerry Valley 
       _________________________________ 

Jerry Valley, Mayor    
   

Kelli Melcher     
_____________________________ 
Kelli Melcher, City Clerk 


